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Dear Fellow Alumni:

Well, here we are in April and it is hard to believe that in a little over two
month’s time Yawgoog will be opening its gates for another adventurous
summer camping season. Of course, we all know the gates are never really
closed as there is activity throughout the year. But that special magic really
begins on June 29" this year with the start of the 2008 summer camping season.
Just as the professional staff at Council and at camp has been busy preparing to
greet both new and veteran campers, the Executive Committee has been busy
with new activities and projects. Please read all about the happenings inside.

We are looking forward to another successful reunion on Saturday, July 26th.
So mark your calendars! We hope to see you then! Check in will be at 1:00 pm;
however, you are more than welcome to come early and explore the camp in full
operation. New Alumni Executive Committee member Rich Greene, also a
former Reservation Director from 1995 to 1997, is making a strong effort to
have as many of his former staffmen at the reunion this year. His battle cry for
this reunion is ‘Yawgoog Staff and Alumni Reunite’. Could this be the year the
1990s decade has the biggest showing? I’m sure the 1950s and 1960s will have
something to say about that! Bring a friend or two this year to experience
Yawgoog once again. We all enjoy meeting Alumni members from all of the
decades and learn about their experiences at camp.

The Executive Committee has been busy with projects throughout the year. As
mentioned in last fall’s newsletter we have committed to rebuilding each of the
three Camp Amphitheatres over the next few years. I happy to announce we are
starting with Camp Sandy Beach and plan to have it completed for the start of
this season. Former camper, staffman and YAA Executive Committee member
Jim Hall has helped us with the site work and we are ready to go. Thanks Jim!
We have also been raising funds to purchase new rifles for the Lane Bliven Rifle
Range.

We obviously can not do all of these wonderful things for the camp without a lot
of support. I thank the Executive Committee members listed on the left hand
column of this page for their dedicated service. I also thank all of our alumni
members for your generosity over the years and everything you do to spread the
Yawgoog Spirit.

Steplien F. Dolure

Chairman
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YAWGOOG ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
SUMMARY OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES

FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2007

REVENUE:
Dues
Scholarships
Memorials
Reunion - BBQ
Project Donations
Project - Boats
Interest income
Investment income
Unrealized Gain/(Loss)
Total Revenue

EXPENSES:
Postage & Printing
Newsletters
Reunion
Other Operational
Scholarship
Projects - Maintenance
Project - Boats
Projects - New
Total Expenses

Net Revenue over Expenses

SUMMARY OF ACCOUNT BALANCES
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2007

RESTRICTED: Memberships & Memorials
Scholarships

UNRESTRICTED:
Project - Totems $ 12,670.51
Project - Canoes (4,250.00)
Fund Balance 32,443.35
Total Unrestricted

GRAND TOTAL

PROOF:
Cash - Citizens
Savings - Citizens
Investment - Citizens Union
Total Cash

18,590.00
5,742.00
0.00
948.00
7,990.00
0.00

0.00
20,990.00

20,678.00

74,938.00

2,026.47
1,016.49
0.00
0.00
3,000.00
0.00
0.00

7,066.78

13,109.74

61,828.26

420,662.33
13,741.88

40,863.86

475,268.07

37,937.80
0.00

437,330.27

475,268.07




YAWGOOG ALUMNI ASSOCIATION REUNION SET FOR

ULY 26, 2008
YAWGOOG STAFF & ALUMNI REUNITE

RESERVE JULY 26th, on your calendar and join us for the 28" Yawgoog Alumni Reunion, We’re
expecting this reunion to be one of the largest attended in recent years! The theme for this year’s reunion
is “Yawgoog staffs reunite”. Not only are we inviting our loyal alumni, we are seeking out Yawgoog staff
members from 1995, 1996, and 1997 and inviting them also. Rich Greene, Yawgoog reservation director,
for those years is leading the effort to invite former staff members and all indicators tell us we will have
near record breaking attendance. i
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Activities and programs for the day are being revitalized. There will be opportunity to renew friendships, f
socialize, and receive updates on what’s happening at Yawgoog. Donald North Court will be the center

for activities with static displays that tell an important Yawgoog story and we will offer fun activities to |
test your Scouting skills. You will have the opportunity to renew and test those skills you learned at our i
favorite camping place many years ago. Bus tours, decade photos, the famous Larry Jette BBQ, and
YAA camp meeting will continue to be a part of the program. Additional activities for returning
Yawgoog staff members include a welcome gathering at Donald North Court, lunch, visit to their home
camp, camp staff pictures at each camp, and a session with the YAA leadership. Throw in all the other
activities and the returning staff members will have a busy and fun-filled day.

)

Boy Scouts of America

Membership is an issue with the YAA and your participation and attendance at the reunion is important. %
Our founder, H. Cushman “Gus” Anthony led and guided us for years followed by Joe Herbold and Steve ,§ E
Dolan. It is now time for the next generation to take charge and insure that the YAA continues to be a kel E; o
strong voice in carrying out the work and dedication of our founder. '§ g § ;‘% . =
M ’ th : . § g & E % g %
ark your calendar and let’s make the 28" YAA reunion the best ever. Contact a friend who camped at Sgsg T u ?é
Yawgoog and bring him along. Reach out to former Yawgoog staff members. Sign up for the “world Lo % § RES Y £
class” Larry Jette BBQ now. We need you to attend. Mark your calendar for JULY 26th, and we’ll ‘ g é ;:; g 85 o
welcome you at camp. EC oo s R
Jim Lanzi =z 3 b é f‘f‘

Reunion Chairman ' 2’ E 2

S =

PEOPLE MAKE IT HAPPEN! %

Without members, the Alumni Association, or any association for that matter, can’t succeed or
accomplish its goals. Having a committed group of people who dedicate themselves to the cause is

critical to our growth and our ability to make a positive difference for the camp we love. The Yawgoog B § l o
Alumni Association has been lucky to have a core group of dedicated people at the helm since its E @ : %;
inception in 1981. We have been able to accomplish so many positive things for the camp and the Scouts | & k< § 8
who cherish it. To make certain that the future is strong and secure, we must continue to ask people to ‘ % = F ,2
step up to the plate and get involved and give of themselves. ’ g - % 2 £
By - =
Whose responsibility is this? It’s everyone’s responsibility to ask people to join and become g % % N Eg’?
involved. Every person who has ever walked through Donald North Court or has breathed the air at 5 £ o § w %’
Yawgoog has something to offer. When we ask people to join the Alumni Association, it’s up to them to g {é‘, (":i:, §- = g
decide how they want to give back. Some give time, some give talent, some give their treasure. - .g 3_;\ ED . £n u B
However, if we don’t ask them we’ll never know and we might miss out on whatever their gift might be. § § g i § E? % ‘ g g
E S E & @ ® “ g
So, please, use the form in this newsletter to either join the Alumni Association yourself or ask 2 = % EE & é ﬁ g % é
someone else to join. Think about the friendships you’ve forged and all that Camp Yawgoog has meant = ‘% 2 E 8 é g E i w &
to family and your fellow S = 29 OFT & € g & 22
you, your family and your fellow Scouts and make the decision to become part of this active and strong / '1_, § IS Xl = é £ % B
g = = et b o : = e s 34

organization. Our future depends on you! Thanks for your help!
Jerry Cahee




GUS’S GOSSIP

As written by: Judy Ferrante
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A Yawgoog Story by Albert Bruno

gl |}

03s07TON3 TYL0oL
SPES WUal. 000 ks ]
diysitequiapy

presupals{ ]

In the year of 1943, my first year at Camp Yawgoog, several things happened that I have always
remembered. I was 12 years old and was with Troop 1 Esmond at Camp Netop. As this was my ‘rookie’
year at camp, I was not too familiar with a lot of the rules. As I was swimming in the beginners’ pool, I
left my ‘buddy’ in the water to get something at Netop. While on my way back to my camp, a ‘count’
was taken and I was the missing person! Someone who knew I was new at the camp asked me what I was
doing alone during swim time and I gave some answer. At that moment he asked me to go to the Bucklin
Memorial and obtain a ‘left handed monkey wrench and 50 feet of shoreline’ before I could go back to
the swimming area. Iran as fast as I could to the Bucklin Memorial and as I was near.....all sweaty and
pooped.....someone stopped me and asked where I was going, what for, and told me to put my shorts
down to regular size because I was a ‘rookie’ and only the veterans were allowed to roll up their pants.
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When I returned to the swimming area, I got a tongue lashing for leaving the swim area and was told that
what I was told to pick up at the Bucklin Memorial was a trick that they do to ‘rookies’. As it turned out,
I was stopped BEFORE I got to the Bucklin Memorial and was told that was a big hoax. I returned to the
swimming area, was chastised and learned then....I was the missing person who caused the swimming to
be stopped. Never left again — a valuable lesson learned. It sounds funny now, but what a day for a
‘green’ 12 year old.
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A Yawgoog Story by R. Malcolm Salter
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Peppy (Malcolm L. Daniels) and I were tent mates in 1948. That summer he was the chef at Three Point
and I was the apprentice on the TP waterfront. The day I met Peppy he was sitting on the steps to the
mess hall with some of the kitchen staff. I was coming up the trail in baggy coveralls and a pith helmet.
Peppy asked the others, ‘whose this creep?’. When he found out I was his tent mate, we all had a good
laugh. The name stuck and for many summers I was called, “The Creeper.” Peppy was a disabled vet
having been wounded in France. One day changing to go for a swim, I noticed six indentations, each the
size of a bullet, inside the thigh of one of his legs. “I was lucky,” he said, “that I was hit by a trained
gunner.” Ididn’t know what he meant then but when I was drafted into the Army later, I learned that
soldiers are trained to fire a machine gun in bursts of six. Peppy said a soldier tied a tourniquet on his leg

I during the battle and he passed out. He awoke to see a German medic loosening the tourniquet. Peppy

‘ lost consciousness again. He awoke to Germain voices. He thought that he had been captured. Then

I someone asked, “Hey, G.I. how are we doing here?” He opened his eyes to see a smiling American

doctor. Peppy was in a U.S. forward field hospital with German and allied wounded.
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Two years later I was Waterfront Director at Medicine Bow while Bob Phaneuf headed the Stockade and
Dave Wilbourn was the Camp Naturalist. (We three and our wives still get together for dinner at least
once a year.)
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A Yawgoog Story by R. Malcolm Salter (Continued)

I can still hear Dickie Besso, a summer long camper, saying ‘Hey Creeper’ as he approached my tent on
the MB waterfront. His parents wanted him to finish his requirements for Eagle and all he lacked was
swimming and lifesaving merit badges. He completed swimming fairly quickly but life saving was
another matter. A childhood sickness had left him with weak legs. All the BSA ‘approved’ carries
required strong kicking motions while the hands and arms supported the victim. Dickie just didn’t have g
the leg power to keep his victim afloat while towing him to shore. I knew the Eagle Board wasn’t going i
to do testing in the water and would rely on my signature that he had met all the requirements. During the
last week I said to Dickie, “Rescue Mac (my assistant) and bring him in any way you can but keep his

head out of the water. To my surprise, Dickie wrapped his legs around Mac’s chest and flapped those

powerful arms. Mac’s head and shoulders were out of the water all the way to shore. I saw what

persistence, flexibility and determination can do. Eagle Scout Dickie was my instructor that summer.

A Request from Dick Zimermann — Please read Dick’s story and let us know if you know
any of the soldiers!

During the battle for the highly defended Omaha Beach in the Normandy, France, invasion on the 6™ of
June, 1944, our ship (the U.S.S. Frankford D.D. 497) was busy destroying each German fortification. We
were parallel to the beach so the maximum number of guns could fire on the enemy. At about noon,
people were being relieved to get something to eat even as the firing continued. On the opposite side of
the ship, a landing craft which had just landed its troops came alongside asking for immediate emergency
help for one of the soldiers who was wounded. The landing craft was on its way to major medical
facilities just over the horizon. The cocks wan asked if we would take a seriously injured man to our
doctor to see if he could save his life as well as help the others. The cocks wan believed if the wounded
man was not helped he would die before his boat could arrive at the assigned medical ship. Immediately
he was taken aboard along with the other wounded men whose wounds could be better treated by a doctor
than at the first aid station ashore. The ship’s ward room was the major battle dressing station aboard our
ship. The dining room table became the operating table and all chairs were pushed against the sides of the
ward room. High powered lights in the ceiling helped illuminate the operations. Our Captain always
ceased fire when the doctor requested it for delicate procedures. We received word later that the wounded
man survived and the doctor said he would have full use of his leg again.

A small buffet table provided meals for the officers and those who were wounded. When I arrived during
my break from battle, I took my lunch and sat by a wounded soldier who had lost part of his hand. He
was eating lunch and cradling his plate with the arm of his wounded hand while eating with the other.

We talked in between the Gun Salvos as we ate and found out that he too was a Yawgoog veteran. You
never know where you are going to meet another Yawgoog veteran! These are the five men we treated —
does anyone recognize the name of the soldier I talked with?

i o i

Melko, H. J. Watkins, J.E. Stanley, W.E. Piper, F.E. Barton, G.E.

If anyone recognizes any one of these names, please contact me so that I can put you in touch with Dick
Zimermann. Thanks, Judy.

PERSONALS

ALLSUP, Percy B . (Bellingham, MA) 1961 — Campmaster and Factor Percy Allsup now has two great
granddaughters! (Congratulations Percy! Judy)

BIVONA, William A. (Narragansett, RI) - A little birdie told me that the South County Independent
(newspaper) gave Bill the ‘Independent Spirit Award’ for volunteerism and activism in October of 2007.
Well, Mr. Bill, all of your Yawgoog Alumni friends and Over the Hill Gang friends are very proud of
you! Congratulations on receiving this prestigious award. Judy

BOWKER, Alan (North Attleboro, MA) 1965 — It was a very good 2007! My son graduated from
Syracuse and his twin sister from Virginia Commonwealth one week later. The end of tuition bills is
great!

COWEN, Dr. Norman J. (Pawleys Island, SC) — The YAA received a great photo from Dr. Cowen
recently. It was a photo taken in the early 50’s at the site of the original Jewish Chapel in the woods.
Appearing in the photo are Kenneth Shine, Norman Cowen and Stanley Leibo and in the foreground of
the photo are members of Troop 20 Providence from Temple Emanuel. Norm says in his note to me that
he was the first Jewish Chaplain (lay) and received a small stipend from the Jewish Committee on
Scouting to supplement his ‘day’ job as a Waterfront Staffman. Thanks, Norm, for the great photo and
for your kind words. Judy

DONNELLY, Dick (Saunderstown, RI) 1945 — Still in Scouting. Have been Camp Director and then
Campmaster at Aquapaug since 1958, Still there! Can’t believe it! (Well, Dick, congratulations and
thank you for your 50 years of service to Scouting and to Camp Aquapaug! Judy)

FEINSTEIN, Jonathan L. (Southborough, MA) — Son Adam, Eagle Scout, graduating this spring from
Syracuse University. Son, Ethan, freshman at Muhlenburg College. Spend my time expanding my
company VHB and boating.

FOQISY, SR., Frank E. (Deerfield, NH) 1959 — My 15" year as an adult leader, along with 3 years as a
youth, for a total of 18 years. The troop is getting smaller and my roll is also smaller. After almost 20
years as a leader, it’s time for some new blood. Yawgoog has always been the highlight of the summer
for me and I'll really enjoy this last surmmer!

FOISY, Ted (Manchester, NH) 1994 — This will be my 14® year as youth and adult, Perhaps my last for
a while. Priorities change. Always the best of times!

FOWLER, Ken (Harrison Twp., MI) 1945 — Two sons are Eagle Scouts and one is an Assistant
Scoutmaster. Only grandson is the project away from Eagle.

GEORGE, Bernard (Coventry, RI) 1954 — Oldest son, Todd (Eagle) is Assistant VP of Bank Rhode
Island; middle son, Dr. Eric M. George (Eagle) just released from Army in Germany and opened his own
practice in Dentistry; youngest son, Michael, Mechanical Engineer for Zebra Technology/owner of M,
George Landscaping. Grandson, Trent, 1 ¥4 - future Scout!

GERENCSER, A. F. (East Greenwich, RI) — Retired 30 year Navy veteran. Master Chief (E9). Two
daughters — 3 grand daughters — 1 grandson.



JOHNSON, JR., Charles W. (Cheektowaga, NY) 1927 — At age 93, I still get pleasure from reading the
Belltower. Remember Chief, Gus, Don Lamb, Uncle Brad, Zook, Gilbane Brothers, Inky Armstrong and
many others. Sorry to say wife Muriel passed away. (Charles, please accept our condolences on the
passing of your wife. I'm very happy that you get pleasure from reading the Belltower and just so you
folks reading this right now know...... Charles was the first Janitor at Bucklin Memorial! Charles, this
Jact makes you a big ‘piece of Yawgoog history’. Judy)

KNIGHTS, MD, Edwin M. (Nashua, NH) 1937 — I received a nice letter from Ed and in it he says: “I
went to Yawgoog for 5 summers with the Third Providence Troop, the last summer I was a counselor
assigned to Sandy Beach most of the time. By that time, World War Il was on, there were no more
opportunities for Scouting, especially after I got into the Navy.” If any of you 1930’s Scouters would like
to contact Ed, you may do so at emk@genesaver.com I’m sure he would love to hear from you! Judy

LONG, Louis (Lincoln, RI) 1961 — Daughter going to college and still loves horses. My wife and I
celebrating 20 years married August 08’. See you at the Reunion. Never was on staff at Yawgoog but
always felt a part of the ‘Spirit of Yawgoog’. (Lou, you don’t have to serve on staff to be part of the
‘Spirit of Yawgoog’'. I think I caught the ‘Spirit’ on my first visit to Yawgoog back in 1983 when Vince
Borrelli hired me as his secretary! Twenty-five years later, I still have the “‘Spirit’. Judy)

MANNING., Brian H. (Coventry, RI) 1957 —I celebrated 50 years of attending Yawgoog. Valley Forge
Jamboree found way there prior to departure. Parent Louise LaColle died last May. She didn’t attend
Yawgoog but supported Ed and their sons who did. Parental Support + Scouting = Success. (Brian,
sounds like a good formula for successful parenting to me! Judy)

MENDE, William H, (North Scituate, RI) 1951 — Re-elected as Chairman of Meals on Wheels &
Scituate Housing for the Elderly.

MITCHELL, Mike (Las Vegas, NV) 1970 — I'm a Commissioner for the Bighorn District of the Las
Vegas Area Council, serving, AZ, NV and CA. Big ‘HI’ to all my friends in Rhode Island. (Okay, Rhode
Island friends, you can contact Mike at mike9495@att.net You may even get a invite to Vegas! Judy)

RUDOLPH, Ron (Las Vegas, NV) 1950 — I received a nice note from Ron telling us how much he
enjoys reading the Belltower — seems to be the consensus among members! Ron is busy in Las Vegas
volunteering as a Provisional Scoutmaster at summer camp and helping to raise money for the Friends of
Scouting Campaign. He tells us that in 1950, Uncle Brad wrote a song everyone sang called, “Rudolph
the Red Face Rookie” from the hit song the Christmas before. Ron says the Alumni Association is doing
a great job and he is glad he became a Life Member. He said that he would love to work at Yawgoog for
a couple of weeks some summer. Well, Ron, we’d love to have you! See you at the Reunion! Judy

SCHENCK, Alfred E. (No. Smithfield, RI) 1941 — At the 2007 Reunion at Camp Yawgoog, I had the
honor of sitting next to my first Scoutmaster, Henry Shepard, for the 1940 group photo. He was a great
Scoutmaster. (Yes, Al, you are right! That Henry Shepard is quite a guy! He worked with us at the
Council Trading Post back in the 90’s on Broad Street and every day he had another great Yawgoog
story. Judy)

WITTHOHN, John M. (W. Babylon, NY) 1993 — When I first joined the Alumni Association, I wrote to
Steve Dolan stating that if every person who passed through the Camp Yawgoog Reservation would join
the Alumni Association, we could have flush toilets in the latrines and a valet service. Well, this past
summer Medicine Bow has flush toilets. (No more tears if the wind blows the wrong way!) I was joking
but you, or shall I say ‘we’ all made it happen. The staff does a good job. ‘Nix the valet’! (John, the
Yawgoog Alumni Association has done great things for Camp Yawgoog but I'm afraid the credit for the
Slush toilets has to go to The Champlin Foundations — without them, your eyes would still be tearing!!
But, you are right, if every Alumnus who ever passed through the gates of Yawgoog became a member we
could have ‘valet service’ and every meal could be catered by ‘the Capital Grille’! Wouldn’t that be
great! Judy)

IN MEMORY, ROBERT E. GORDON, SR. - MARCH 17, 2008

By Paul Forbes

Bob was a longtime friend and supporter of Camp Yawgoog. An original
member of the Yawgoog Fire Department, he always ‘did his best’ to help others,
He helped build and finish the addition to the workshop that would house the
Yawgoog fire trucks. ’

A lifelong resident of Rockville, Bob was also an Assistant Scoutmaster of
Troop 1 Yawgoog, sponsored by the Yawgoog Fire Department. Many local boys
including his sons made Yawgoog their Scouting home. The troop meetings were
held in the Bucklin Memorial Room, with Al Gunther serving as Scoutmaster.
Their picture is proudly displayed in the Yawgoog Story.

Bob was a very close friend of Al Gunther, former Yawgoog Ranger, and
the pair was a fixture in the Hope Valley Ambulance Squad for over 20 years.
During their duty nights, the ambulance was housed at Yawgoog and Al would
pick Bob up on the way to the call. Al and Bob secured and arranged the purchase
of 258 acres surrounding Grassy Pond. The spectacular piece of land had been in
the Gordon Family for generations. How lucky we are to have it.

Bob’s final resting place, ‘in a nice sunny spot,” as he would describe it, is
only a few feet from the graves of Yawgoog’s first Ranger Inkey Armstrong and
his family in the Rockville Cemetery. Al Gunther summed it up nicely at Bob’s
funeral when he said, ‘although Bob is gone, his memory and legacy live on
through his family’. For us at Yawgoog, Bob’s work will live on each time a
Scout hikes along the trails of the ‘Gordon’ property.

REMEMBER - YAWGOOG REUNION - JULY 262008




A ‘SCOUT SALUTE’ TO DECEASED ALUMNI MEMBERS AND FAMILY MEMBERS

ALAN RAYMOND BRILLON (Attleboro, MA) — December 2, 2007
BERTRAM M. BROWN (Providence, RI) — March 9, 2008

CAROL CROUT (Warwick, RI) — March 22, 2008
(Wife of Donald G. Crout, former Professional Staff Member of Narragansett Council)

MALCOLM L. DANIELS (Cranston, RI) — January 24, 2008

MARY T. FALLON (Seckonk, MA) - March 30, 2008
(Mother of YAA Executive Committee Member Michael E. Fallon and YAA Member Joseph Fallon)

, AUDREY KLEE GAEBE (Barrington, RI) - March 5, 2008
(Wife of Board Member Morris J.W. Gaebe and mother of Board Member Dana H. Gaebe — family of the
Four Eagles Cabin at Yawgoog)
JAMES A. HAGERTY (East Providence, RI) — April 13, 2008
RICHARD F. MORGAN (Warwick, RI) — February 27, 2008

EARL F. RANSEHOUSEN (Narragansett, RI) - January 6, 2008

REMEMBER ~ THE YAWGOOG REUNION THIS YEAR HAS BEEN MOVYED TO

SATURDAY, JULY 26™!
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