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Yawgoog Alumni Association

NARRAGANSETT COUNCIL, B.S.A.
P.0. Box 14777
EAST PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02914-0777
Phone: (401) 351-8700, Ext. 11

Dear Fellow Alumni:

Greetings! I am happy to be kicking off the 27" year of the Yawgoog Alumni
Association. The Executive Committee, listed on the left hand side of the page, are
busily gearing up for another successful year. You might think we would be resting on
our laurels after one successful project after another. But no! We’re never quite satisfied
and Yawgoog is always in need of our services. I’m so proud of the work we have been
able to accomplish with your help and generosity. The unveiling of the newly carved
Camp Yawgoog and Chief William’s totem poles at this year’s reunion was a
magnificent sight to behold. If you did not get a chance to attend the reunion, you
certainly missed out on taking in the beauty of these two totems. I think we were all
surprised how grand and colorful they were as they shone proudly in Donald North
Court. What better way to fulfill our mission of keeping the heritage of Yawgoog alive
by preserving the two totems that tell the story of Yawgoog and the Chief.

It is truly a pleasure to talk to the current staff members and scouts about Yawgoog and
its history. It is also amazing how genuinely interested they are in the camp’s history. I
had the opportunity to talk to one of the staffmen from Medicine Bow, who volunteered
(or was volunteered) to be a guide on the bus tour. When I heard he was from Medicine
Bow I mentioned that a former Camp Director, Joe Herbold, was in attendance. Well,
the look on his face. as he said ‘Joe Herbold — he’s a legend at the Bow!” So I introduced
both Joe and George Egan (you’re a legend in my book too George!) and they had a
great time talking about the Bow in ‘the old days’. What a wonderful way to keep the
spirit and traditions alive!

In this upcoming year, we plan to continue the staff scholarship program and to continue
to build the scholarship fund. Our committee members continue to be impressed by the
fine young men the scouting program and Yawgoog are turning out. We have also, at
the request of the camp, undertaken the refurbishment of the three camp amphitheatres.
Some are too small for the expanding number of scouts that attend and all could use a
major facelift. We are starting with the Sandy Beach amphitheatre, as it is in the greatest
need. We’ll then move on to the others.

We are also refocusing on membership. We need to build up the members-at-large base
as well as attendance at the reunion. We’re working hard and will be trying new things
in the upcoming year but we need your help in spreading the word. Please reaffirm your
commitment to Yawgoog by referring a friend or two to become members.

Please take a moment to review the contents of this newsletter. I hope you will find it

enjoyable. Thank you all once again for your support of Yawgoog. Keep spreading the
word. Remember we need your help to keep the Yawgoog Spirit alive!

Siophon . Dolon

Chairman

Reunion 2007 - New Totem Poles Receive Rave

Reviews!!! |
Veteran Scoutmaster Gene D'Ovidio, Sr. Honored

The Yawgoog Alumni Association gathered at camp on August 4th for our annual reunion.
We were blessed with a fine day, weather-wise, and spirits were running high. From their
temporary home in front of the Heritage Center, the brand new Chief Williams and Camp Yawgoog
totem poles dominated Donald North Court. It wasn't long before the D'Ovidio family began fo
arrive; they came in force to witness the dedication of the Camp Yawgoog totem in memory of
Gene D'Ovidio, Sr., longtime Scoutmaster of Troop 1 Greenwood.

As always, our members spent a good deal of the afternoon greeting old friends and
"catching up." Some took advantage of the bus tour and personally inspected Yawgoog. Others
made their way to one of the three waterfronts fo watch a Saturday afternoon water carnival. Many
visited the Heritage Center and enjoyed the myriad exhibits of Boy Scout and Yawgoog
memorabilia. Everyone seemed to make time to admire the new totem poles and study the
explanations of the various totems.

Later on, our Chairman, Steve Dolan, called us together to officially dedicate the two new
totem poles. Steve reminded all present that these totem poles are actually the third pair to be
created in a tradition going back to 1961. One tells the story of Chief J. Harold Williams; the other
tells the story of Camp Yawgoog. Steve singled out two individuals who played key roles in
bringing this project to fruition: Andy Krueger, the project coordinator, and Alan Fontana, the artist
who carved the totems. Next, he thanked all the individual alumni who contributed to the totem
pole project.

Steve then asked Gene D'Ovidio, Jr. to come forward. Gene formally presented the Camp
Yawgoog totem to the camp in memory of his father, Gene D'Ovidlio, Sr., who served for many
years as Scoutmaster of Troop 1 Greenwood and loved Yawgoog dearly.

Following the dedication ceremony, we posed for the traditional decade photos, and then
sat down to enjoy an incredible chicken barbecue dinner prepared by the Campmasters and
members of the Yawgoog staff. After dinner, Steve Dolan conducted a brief business meeting at
which he reminded us that the Alumni Association's next project will be the refurbishment of the
three camp amphitheaters, all of which are in need of aftention. Finally, on behalf of the Executive
Committee, Steve thanked all those who contributed their time and effort to making this year's
reunion a success.

Before leaving camp, | decided to walk over fo the T. Dawson Brown gate, and take
another look at the six magnificent animal totems that we dedicated in 2006. They now proudly
guard the camp entrance. They were also made possible through the leadership of Andy Krueger,
the artistry of Alan Fontana, and the unflagging financial support of our members. This is definitely
a winning combination!

Mike Fallon
Reunion Chair




FROM THE ARCHIVES...

As each year passes by | find myself inching ever so close to the ranks of Yawgoog's ‘old
guard’. There was a time when | was the relatively new kid on the alumni block. | remember
talking with Gus Anthony and various others of what | thought was the Jurassic era about the old
days in the 1920’s, 30's and through the 40’s and Scouts and Alumni Executive Committee
members from the 1950’s and 60’s, like Joe Herbold and Bruce Ingham, about the times that were,
in my eyes, just slightly out of the pre-historic age. Well, | recently realized time has caught up with
me when | was invited to my son’s den meeting to help the Cub Scout Bears with one of their
requirements. | thought great’, what would it be.... knot tying, fire starting? Nope, the requirement
was find someone who was a Cub Scout a long time ago. Talk with him about what Cub Scouting
was like then.” There was even pictures of dinosaurs in that chapter! This led me to an article in
The Providence Sunday Journal, written on February 4, 1940 entitled ‘The Composite Camper at
Yawgoog'. This article, written by Chief J. Harold Williams, was looking back at the then 25 year
history of Yawgoog. The following are some excerpts:

e You mention the name Camp Yawgoog to any group of young men in the State of
Rhode Island and almost always one of them will exclaim, “Yawgoog?” Sure.
Swell place. | camped at Yawgoog when | was a kid.”

o There are thousands of old Boy Scouts scattered through these Plantations who
have a very warm place in their hearts for the “old camp.” And Yawgoog is getting
to be an old camp, because this year it celebrates its “Silver Jubilee” - its 25t
summer camping season.

o The sons of the first campers have begun to show up at Yawgoog. They see a
camp vastly different from the camp their dads saw. The first Scouts in 1916
found a half dozen tents and an outdoor kitchen in the middle of a rocky field. The
Scouts in 1940 will find a reservation of 800 acres of land and water completely
surrounding Yawgoog Pond, 15 rustic lodges and cabins and 20 separate camps,
each the size of the original camp in 1916.

e One Sunday last summer, as a thousand visitors were swarming through the
reservation, a man stood looking at the beautiful Bucklin Memorial Lodge which is
now the camp headquarters. With him were his wife and three sons. He looked
perplexed. “Why, | camped here the first year, but | don’t recognize it at all,” he
said. Then he added sadly, “Camp isn’t what it used to be.” That's the way it is
with each generation. Camp isn’t what it used to be - OR EVER WAS. Yawgoog
s best as the old Scout remembers it in his day. One may remember the circle of
tents and the old mess shack of 1919. Another remembers Louie Gavitt and his
famous sea stories told in the barn in 1923, Some say that 1927, with Dan Lamb’s
tepee camp and “Doc” Gregory’s ukulele, was the big year.” You should have
seen camp when Rathom Lodge was built in 1929.” “Yes, but we had the fun
when Ray Wescott had that burro, Saxophone, up at Fort Hilton and when Kenny
Scott was director at Three Point in 1932.” “But mister”, says the Tenderfoot
Scout today, “you ought to see the swell waterfront at Sandy Beach, and Prof.
Zook.”

S

Yawgoog may have grown large, but it has never lost sight of the individual boy.

So when | find myself waxing nostalgic, I try to catch myself before | sadly say, “Yawgoog’s
Just not the camp it used to be” (lest | give away my true age) to these Cub Scouts and have them
think of me as the ‘old Cub Scout’. | remember that it's OK. Yawgoog and even Scouting is
certainly different from when | roamed the earth as a Scout, but it still has never lost sight of the
individual boy.

Stephen Dolan

Soo(h burro) — 1934 JExecing Yawgoog in
. Dining

Hall

Yawgoo
g in the

early years - 1918

Old timers’ looking through
archives at the 2006 reunion



YAWGOOG ALUMNI

PROJECT
PROJECTS . ...... PAST,

As we look around camp, we are constantly amazed by the impact that our Alumni
Association makes at camp. Whether it's small projects like new gateway shingles, or large ones
like waterfront cabins or the Yawgoog Heritage Center, the results are all around us. The result is
that, although the camp environment is always great, it is made just that much better by the
constant generous support of our alumni supporters.

Our new totems adorn the refurbished T. Dawson Brown Gateway

e PRESENT,

Those who attended last summer's reunion celebrated the completion of the 2007 project
with the dedication of the new Chief Williams and Camp Yawgoog Totem Poles. You may,
however, have forgotten to look up when coming through the T. Dawson Brown Gateway. If so,
you missed the new totems which are now proudly standing sentinel duty atop the gateway.
These totems were the Association's 2006 project. Also, you would have seen the new shingles
on both the gateway, and the Brown University water fountain in the Donald North Court, which
were the 2005 projects.

The magnificent new Camp Yawgoog (1.) and Chief Williams (r.) Totem Poles.
Past YAA Chairman Joe Herbold explains the totems to the reunion attendees.

ASSOCIATION
UPDATE

YAA Chairman Steve Dolan recognizes Lifelong Scouting friends - Totem Pole artist
Gene D'Ovidio and his mother for their Alan Fontana (1.) and sponsor Gene D'Ovidio.

generous support of the totem pole project.
coseeee ANd FUTURE

For the upcoming year, our original project concept was the refurbishment of the three
camp amphitheaters. However, after studying the problems with them, the camp management
and the association came to the conclusion that major rebuilding of each one was necessary for
erosion control and long-term use of the areas. We have therefore chosen to split this project into
three separate pieces, with the goal of rebuilding one each year for the next three years.

Sandy Beach (1.) and Medicine Bow (r) amphitheaters in need of replacement.
Three Point amphitheater is in same condition as these.

In 2008, then, we are planning to rebuild and greatly expand the capacity of the Sandy
Beach Amphitheater. This will include terracing of the hill to control erosion, new benches and
supports, a redesigned stage area, and some decorative landscaping features. In 2009 and 2010,
we will repeat this work at Medicine Bow and Three Point, respectively.

Your generous support of these two new projects is deeply appreciated, and will help
assure that "Spirit of Yawgoog" is passed on to those that follow us

Andy Krueger
YAA Projects Coordinator




GUS’S GOSSIP

As written by: Judy Ferrante

A Yawgoog story by Russell J. Hahn

I fell in love with Camp Yawgoog in the 1940’s as a Scout in Troop 4 Cranston. My dad was a
Yawgoog Scout too in 1919 with J. Harold Williams, Gus Anthony and several boys who later
would become notables in the history of Yawgoog as well as Presidents of the Narragansett
Council. Dad never forgot his first year at Yawgoog. He got a severe stomachache that resulted
in burst appendices. He was rushed to the hospital in Providence where he spent most of the
rest of the summer.

Some of the boys who attended Yawgoog with me also became part of the history of Yawgoog.
Notably, Al Gunther (Camp Ranger for many years). Al and | were tent mates as first time
Yawgoog campers in 1944. We were referred to as “rookies” in those days. Our troop camped at
Sandy Beach just to the right of Metcalf Lodge. | knew J. Harold well. The fact is he was a friend
to my whole family as a result of my dad’s misfortune at Yawgoog. | got to know Gus while a
professional in the Council for a short time in the 1960’s. And, | well remember Zook Da’ Spook,
especially at the 1950 National Jamboree at Valley Forge and my summer as mess hall boy at
Three Point and going to Boston with Frank Toste and other staffers to see “Death of A
Salesman”.

While | served as leader or chairman of several scout units in three councils among other
positions at district and council level during my Scouting years, (we moved a few times) my most
rewarding Scouting experience was at Yawgoog. | had taken over Troop 7 Cranston as SM when
it was close to folding in the mid 1970’s. The troop camped at Sandy Beach’s Kit Carson every
year. By my third year as SM, the troop was back up to 32 boys, two were mine. We had new
camping equipment, a trailer, custom colors and custom neckerchiefs and an orange teepee, all
the result of a supportive troop committee. And, we managed to find uniforms for every boy too!

Knowing | would be busy that first day at camp, | directed the Senior Patrol leader to take the first
year Scouts on an orientation hike around the camp and then develop a rousing campfire
program for our first night. Songs, skits, cheers etc. with a “reward” for the best skit. | hoped this
would keep the boys busy and keep the younger ones mind off home. The time for the campfire
arrived, the senior patrol leader had selected a 14 year old as campfire master who had just
completed 3 weeks at the Sandy Beach provisional camp. | was surprised because the boy was
shy and self-conscious. But, then, the boy took charge. | sat there mesmerized. A self assured
young man seemed to rise up out of nowhere. He was a dynamo leading the other boys in songs
and cheers. | was stunned. That moment and night is indelibly printed in my mind! It was
Scouting’s promise fulfilled! Building character and leadership! Three years later the boy, an
Eagle Scout by then, received one of 300 competitive principle appointments to the Coast Guard
Academy out of over 6,000 applicants. Unfortunately, he couldn’t get by the physical. He later
received his PhD in EE from Notre Dame and is now married with four Girl Scouts doing well in
Minnesota. The campfire master was my son! That was a proud, very special night. | knew from
that moment my son was going to be OK. Yawgoog and Scouting played a major role, not only in
my son’s life, but our whole family.

Hey, Yawgoog campers — this is what I'm talking about! Russ, this is a great story and thanks for
sharing it with all of us. Come on Yawgoog Campers, tell us your story too! Just mail it to my
attention at the Council Office, P.O. Box 14777, East Providence, Rl 02914-0777 and I'll be sure
to include it in the upcoming ‘Gus’s Gossip Columns’ of the Belltower!

f}’
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PERSONALS

ADLER, Steven (Cranston, RI) 1977 — Will be celebrating my 18" Anniversary with
my beautiful wife, Susan. My son, Joshua, (age 13) just had his Bar Mitzvah on June 2™.
Have a wonderful 9 year old daughter, Shoshana, who keeps us on our toes. I’'m always
telling my kids about all the exciting times I had at Yawgoog. Keep up the spirit!

ARCHER, Roy “Pat” (Escondido, CA) 1953 — Fist Scoutmaster in U.S. to have 100
Eagles. Presently 102.

BELOTZ, Alfred O. (Daly City, CA) 1942 —1 just received my 65 year pin at my 8o
Birthday party. My scouting started in Troop 50 in South Providence in 1940, (I
received a personal note from Al telling me that he wishes he could be at Yawgoog for
the dedication of the Camp Totem Poles. He said that he remembers them, Chief
Williams and Gus Anthony very well. His background and foundation for Scouting was
being a Scout under the Chief and Gus. Well, Al, you couldn’t have had a better
foundation than that! Regards, Judy) '

BRILLON, Alan (Attleboro, MA) 1956 — Having joined Scouting in 1956 with Troop
11 Pawtucket, Blackstone Valley District, I have just celebrated 50 continuous years in
Scouting. It’s been quite a ride! (Hey, Alan, Happy 50™ Anniversary! Judy)

CASHMAN, Dylan (Wakefield, RI) 2004 — My entire family is involved in Scouting.
(Way to go, Dylan! After all, Scouting is a family movement. Judy)

COWEN, Dr. Norman J. (Pawleys Island, SC) 1946 — Retired hand surgeon. Recently
made life master at duplicate bridge. Continue skiing in winter and tennis year round.
Also gardening, water activities, travel and reading.

DOLAN, Steve (Cumberland, RI) 1971 — Enjoying Cub Scouts as Assistant Cubmaster
in Pack 1 Arnold Mills. Was a great speaker at my son’s den meeting the other day. The
subject — talk to someone who was a Cub Scout a long time ago — you know, when
dinosaurs roamed the earth! (Was that about the same time that you were a Cub Scout,
Steve??? Judy)

FONTANA, Al (Greene, RI) — Just tore the heck out of the top of my right index finger
on the boat job — “bad machine, go sit in the corner”. More jobs with sharp objects
sought! Al (Hey, Al, take care of yourself — we need you at Yawgoog!)

GRINNELL, JR., Kenneth J. (Manchester, NH) — My wife, Nicole, and I celebrate 31
years of marriage on November 27™. Our children are both in college. Renee’ a senior
at Cornell and Graham a freshman at Worcester Polytech.

HAGENAU, W. Paul (Lutz, FL.) 1949 —I have retired for the second time but still do
college counseling and substitute teaching at the Academy at the lakes in Land O’Lakes.
Anne and T are expecting our third great grandchild. We celebrated my 70 birthday in
Germany with 65 friends and relatives.




HANSEN, Donald (Coventry, RT) 1948 — 2008 marks my 60" year in Scouting and still
going strong. I serve both the Council and the Northeast Region. (And, Don, you serve
both the Council and the Region well!! Not to mention all the help you get from wife
Linda! Thank you both for all that you do for Scouting! Regards, Judy)

HULTING, Rich (Pensacola, FL) 1943 — 'l be 77 in September 07. Wife and I
oscillating between Key West and RI. Full timing in our motor home (still camping — but
smoothly). Of course, I remember ‘“The Chief”, Gus, Zook, Inky, Dave N., Brad, Swede,
Gabby G. Russ Ex. & wife, etc. Frank Toste and I visited last summer .....good precious
memories.

INGRAM, Steven K. (South Harpswell, ME) 1955 — Retired as President, Andover
College, Portland, ME. Would welcome contact with other Yawgoog staffers from late
50’s! My email address is singram3 @verizon.net.

JOHNSON, JR., Charles W. (Cheektowaga, NY) 1927 — Always thinking about the
good old days at Yawgoog. Went to reunions several times but no longer can make it due
to age (92) and health. But, please keep the Belltower coming.

JOHNSON, Edgar (Chevy Chase, MD) 1942 — I’'m a retired journalist and had
credentials to cover the White House, U.S. Senate and House of Representatives and U.S.
Supreme Court. Once in a while somebody will ask me what was the biggest story I ever
covered. My answer is always the same....I wish it never happened. I was in the
motorcade when President Kennedy was killed. My wife, Lynette, and I have a daughter
Rozanne, son Mark, an Eagle Scout, and son, Tony, Star Scout.

JOHNSON, Leonard E. (Wolfeboro, NH) 1937 — I am fully retired to Wolfeboro, New
Hampshire — land of lakes and mountains. Come visit. I have a small affiliation with a
local troop.

JUNG, Rick (Cutchogue, NY) 2007 — My son, Bryan, attended last year for the first
time and my wife and I joined him splitting his week this year. Great job Yawgoog!

KELLEY, Paul E. (Providence, RI) 1964 — 2007 was my 17® year as an adult leader at
camp with Troop 22 Cranston.

KNIGHTS, Edwin M., M.D. (Nashua, NH) 1937 — Married 46 years to Ruth L. Currie,
RN. We met on Project HOPE in Indonesia in 1961. (Hey, Edwin, you should hook up
with Len Johnson who is now in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire. You both were at Yawgoog

in 1937 — sure there is a connection somewhere! I'll be happy to supply you with his
address — just give me a call (401) 351-8700, Ext. 11 Judy)

KUBIK FAMILY (Ronkonkoma, NY) 1999 — Heard from the Kubik Family members —
Michael, Brandon and Scott. Michael and Brandon are both Assistant Scoutmasters with
Troop 439 Ronkonkoma and Scott is a Life Scout.

LAMORE, Raymond (Coventry, RT) 1971 — After a 6-year hiatus, I have returned to the
Executive Committee of the YAA. I am a School Psychologist/Student Services

Coordinator at Attleboro High School. My wife, Lisa, is the Principal at Heights
Elementary School in Sharon, MA. My daughter, Katie (22), just graduated from the
University of South Florida and my son, Ray III (20), is a junior at St. John’s University
in New York. My step-daughter, Samantha (18), is a freshman at UMASS Ambherst and
my younger step-daughter, Allison (14), is a freshman at Bishop Feehan High School in
Attleboro, MA. (Well, Ray, sounds like the entire family is doing great! Welcome back
to the YAA Executive Committee! Judy)

LITTLE, R. Paul (Levant, ME) 1953 — Recently relocated to Levant, Maine, to be with
longtime friends. Hello to all my friends, especially in the old Providence District.

LUTYNSKI, Leo (Warwick, RI) - I am 89 years young, the father and grandfather of 3
Eagle Scouts — son William, grandsons Matt and Andrew and son Eric (Scoutmaster).
Matt and Andrew served on the Camp Staff for several years — they treasure the good
times and enjoyed working at Camp Yawgoog. Keep up the good work!

MAZANETZ, Gwendolyn (Menomonee Falls, WI) 1936 — I received a nice note from
Gwen which read: “Hi Judy, how are you doing? I think of you often. I keep hoping to
get back to RI, but without Dad there, just don’t have the incentive.” We know what
you mean, Gwen, we ALL miss Gus - a lot!! Judy

MELLQ, Larry (Phoenix, AZ) 1950 ~ Providing organizational and professional
development training and services primarily to schools on Indian Reservation in Arizona.

NERI, MIKE (Stoneham, MA) 1952 — Semi retired. Am an ASM in Stoneham, MA,
Troop 513.

PLUME, SR., William E. (Ronkonkoma, NY) 1997 — I am married with 2 sons — both
Eagle Scouts. Attending Yawgoog every year since *97.

RAFANELLL Dr. Anthony J. (Jamestown, RI) 1973 — My family and I wish all of
Yawgoog the best in future endeavors. A great place for boys and young men to develop
themselves! Also, my best to my former troop — Troop 5 North Providence!

SHERBURNE, DOUG (Springfield, VA) 1949 — Enjoying full retirement and spending
more time with grandchildren. My lifelong friend and Scout buddy Dick Coulthurst
passed away this summer at his home in Tucson.

WHITTINGSLOW, Tom (Delray Beach, FL) 1947 — Spent summer visiting family
members with twelve grandchildren. Grandson, Christian, went to World Jamboree in
England and has plans to attend Philmont Scout Ranch in 2008. Granddad on troop
committee helping where needed — Troop 356 Boca Raton, FL. Staying busy fishing and
traveling about the country. Lost my brother, Bob Whittingslow to cancer — Life Scout
and attended Yawgoog as camper and staff member at Three Point. I became a
professional District Executive in 1957 in Raleigh, North Carolina. Veteran Scouter over
60 years — Field Director and Assistant Scout Executive in Raleigh, NC; Scout Executive,
Clarksburg, West Virginia; Scout Executive, Minuteman Council in Massachusetts;
National Director of Finance Development, New Brunswick, New Jersey; Area Director,




Southern Region; Scout Executive, Gulfstream Council, West Palm Beach, FL. (Wow,
Tom! That’s quite a career — thanks for all that you have done and continue to do for the
youth of our great country! Certainly a career to be proud of! Best regards, Judy.) [

WOOD, Edward M. “Mike” (Foster, RI) 1976 — On June 23™ T was the Master of
Ceremonies for my grandson, David Millard, Eagle Court of Honor. Also present was
my son, Mike Wood, a former staff member and an Eagle Scout also. The best picture
taken was of me and the two Eagles in our family!

WOOLMAN, David C. (Cranston, RI) 1953 — I retired this year following a 43 year
career in education and am now an emeritus professor at Rhode Island College. The new
freedom brings welcome time for family, friends, reading, travel and creative pursuits.

A ‘SCOUT SALUTE’ TO DECEASED ALUMNI MEMBERS AND FAMILY
MEMBERS

JOSEPH CACCIA (Providence, RI) — December 13, 2007
RICHARD COULTHURST (Tucson, AZ) — June 17, 2007
LAWRENCE J. JETTE, JR. (Pawtucket, RI) — September 14, 2007
PAUL L. PAULSEN (East Providence, RI) - August 3, 2007

JOSEPH A. SILVAGGIO (Providence, RI) — November 20, 2007

Yawgoog Alumni Association Non-Profit Org.
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